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Ethiopian Christianity and Remaking Religious Symbolism
ABE Toshihiro

This paper focuses on two topics. One is to provide a case study of the
faith and worship of Ethiopian Christianity, especially from the perspec-
tive of its symbolism. The other is to apply the functional structure which
would be abstracted through the former section for the issue of inter-
religious dialogue.

The peculiar features of Ethiopian Orthodox Church as described by
some scholars are its syncretism composed of ancient Judaic practices and
the Early Eastern Christian faith. Japanese—living in a non-Christian
society—are often unfamiliar with the Eastern Churches (except for the
Russian Orthodox Church), but the Ethiopian Church is seen as pagan
even by Eastern Orthodox Churches. The most clear problematic is their
worship of replicas of the Ark of the Covenant—Tabot(e)’—which is a
relic from the very early days of the Old Testament.

I avoid, however, becoming involved in factual debates on Tabot(e),
and instead examine how the representation of Christ might give some
clues on how we could manage to consider the more common symbol that
embodies ultimate reality without eliminating any social groups. This
kind of motive is also required these days in light of the issue of “identity
politics on representation.”

I summarize the Ethiopian Christian’s way of representations of Christ
as follows: they represent the point of contact between God and Man
using metaphorical symbols but metonymical icons, and they allow
multiple representations (and plural interpretations to them) utilizing the
peculiar metaphorical form.

Reflecting both feminist theologies and assertions against anti-
Semitism, use of the crucifix and the cross in Western Churches is
examined from the point of view that explores alternatives to symbolize
Christ’s uniqueness.
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Construction and Development of Altruism
in Believers of New Religious Movements

Special Reference to New Religious Movements in the UK
INABA Keishin

The subject of “altruism” in the field of sociology, psychology, and philoso-
phy is increasingly popular recently, and one of the vital issues is whether
or not religion promotes altruism. By presenting the case study of two
new religious movements, the Jesus Army and the Friends of the Western
Buddhist Order, this paper examines whether the religious settings change
people’s mental attitudes and behaviour towards altruism and what fac-
tors bring this about.

The two religious movements examined here are categorized respective-
ly as “ethical prophecy” and “exemplary prophecy” according to Max
Weber’s classification. This difference provides the opportunity for con-
sidering whether there are differences in the interpretations of altruism by
the members pursuing different religious paths, their motivations for
altruistic acts, and their development of altruism.

Until now, very little research concerning altruism in new religious
movements has been carried out. Cleary, then, it becomes apparent that
new research is required on altruism in new religious movements. This
research showed that altruism in the two new religious movements was
developed not so much by sermons that motivate members to carry out
altruistic acts as it was by the relationships with other members who have
the same faith.
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Docetism in rDzogs-chen Thought
TSUMAGARI Shin’ichi

It is important to understand ontological matters, not only in philosophical
study but also religious study. To explore ontological aspects in the
rNying-ma-pa sect of Tibetan Buddhism, this article deals with Docetic
thought in rDzogs-chen thought. rDzogs-chen thought, especially in
“Tshig don rin po che’i mdzod,” a Buddhist text written by Lonchen-
Rabjam (1308-1364) —recognized as a representative philosopher and a
supreme visionary by the Nyingma-pa—addresses the question of “Being,”
a question of supreme concern for the human individual.

In “Tshig don rin po che’i mdzod” the universe is seen as “the spontane-
ously arising of the appearances of the basis (ye gzhi)”—which refers to
primordial purity, the supernatural phase,—and divides two aspects of the
universe as “the impure appearances of the basis” (gzhi snang ba ma dag
pa) and “pure appearances of the basis” (gzhi snang dag pa). The former
is explained as a process in which the appearances of the basis becomes
associated with “three unenlightenments” (ma rig pa gsum) and “four
conditions of delusions” (rkyen bzhi), the latter explained as the self-
appearance of intrinsic awareness from the basis as the “eight spontane-
ously accomplished gates” (lhun grub kyi sgo bgyad).

Through considering these different viewpoints of the universe, I
attempt to explain how it is that human being exists in rDzogs-chen
thought. I conclude that the universe is situated as self-appearances of
primordial purity or “basis” in the Buddhist philosophy of the rNying-ma-
pa sect.
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Religious Language in Miyazawa Kenji's Stories
SATO Ikuyuki

Shinsho sukecchi (mental sketch) in Miyazawa Kenji is not simply an
ornamental heading for his literary writings. It is not only a unique
method of how Miyazawa wrote his texts, but also a definition of the
character of his texts. In naming his texts Shinsho sukecchi, he made a
curious assertion that his literary texts were not fictional ones. It seems
that his texts keep some distance from fiction. This distance contains the
possibility of shifting his texts to another modality of language, not
fictitious but symbolic. Narrators in his texts often turn out to be just
mediators of the words that the wind or a stone narrates. In Shinsho
sukecchi, the narrators become anonymous. And this anonymity creates a
distance from fiction. It was Nature that made the narrator anonymous.
For Miyazawa Nature was a religious symbol that revealed the reality of
the world for human beings. His texts were written and originated in
Nature. The words of his texts were the words that came from Nature.
In Shinsho sukecchi he aimed to make his texts a symbolic language by
means of originating his words in Nature. He tried to make his words
share an ability with the cosmic symbolism of Nature to reveal reality for
human beings by identifying the words of his texts with the words of
Nature. We see here the possibility of Shinsho sukecchi to shift to
religious language.
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The Transformation of the “Sacred Book”
in Zoroastrianism

AOKI Takeshi

This paper focuses on the transformation of the concept of “sacred book
(s)” in Zoroastrianism from a historical point of view. The Avestz had
been transmitted as “songs of praise” for gods by Zoroastrian priests from
B.C. 1200 to the 7th century A.D. After the Muslim conquest of Persia in
the 7th century, however, the Zoroastrian concept of “sacred book(s),”
being influenced by Islamic concepts, changed drastically.

First, the image of Zarathustra underwent serious transfiguration from
a “Persian priest” to a “Semitic prophet.” Second, the concept of the
Avestd was transformed into the “revelation” of Semitic monotheism.
The Avesta, having lost its substantial meaning, had no more opportunity
to be put to practical use and, finally, gave way to the Qur’an as a
fountainhead of Zoroastrian authority.
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Der Sinn der Transzendentaltheologie Kants
im Rahmen der modernen Religionsphilosophie

FUKUMITSU Mizue

Diese Abhandlung zielt darauf ab, aufgrund von Kants epistemologischer
Behauptung der kopernikanischen Wende die Kluft zwischen seiner theo-
retischen und der praktischen Philosophie zu iiberwinden. Die Glaubens-
einstellung wird als duBerste Freiheit postuliert und zu anderen mensch-
lichen Einstellungen, der des theoretischen Wissens, des praktischen
Handelns sowie auch des #sthetischen Interesses ohne Niitzlichkeitser-
wigungen, in Beziehung gesetzt. Damit sind solche traditionellen Gottes-
beweise unmdoglich geworden, welche menschliche Endlichkeit und gott-
liche Unendlichkeit auseinander halten und nach einem Inhalt—“Religi-
on” oder “Gott” oder “Transzendenz” —fragen. Es konnte sein, dall Kant
andeuten wollte, daBl die Transzendentaltheologie nur ein Scheindasein
fithrt und sich von der Theologie fernhalten soll.
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