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The term State Shinto within the meaning of this directive will refer to that branch of Shinto (Kokka Sinfo or Jinja
Shinto) which by official acts of the Japanese Government has been differentiated from the religion of Sect Shinto

(Shuha Shinto or Kyoha Shinto) and has been classified a non-religious national cult commonly known as State
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Shinto, National Shinto or Shrine Shinto.
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In order to free the Japanese people from direct or indirect compulsion to believe or profess to believe in a
religion or cult officially designated by the state, and

In order to lift from the Japanese people the burden of compulsory finanncial support of an ideology which has

contributed to their war guilt, defeat, suffering, privation, and present deplorable condition, and

322

(628)



EREE LA H RO FRIEE

In order to prevent a recurrence of the pervasion of Shinto theory and beliefs into militaristic and ultra-
nationalistic propaganda designed to delude the Japanese people and lead them into wars of aggression, and

In order to assist the Japanese people in a rededication of their national life to building a new Japan based upon
ideals of perpetual peace and democracy, ......
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State Shinto and the Structure of Religions
in Modern Japan

SHIMAZANOQ Susumu

One may say that religions have been coexisting pluralistically in
modern Japan. But others may say that there is a common ethos among
the majority groups so that it has been difficult for minority religions to
spread among the population. To clarify the relationship between the
seeming plurality and commonality, it is important to know exactly what
the pre-war State Shinto system was. The term “State Shinto,” however,
is used by scholars very ambiguously. This is because in the Shinto
Directive of 1945 the term is used with different meanings, and the result-
ing confusions have not been dealt with adequately. When the term is used
in the narrow sense, to refer to Shrine Shinto, the meaning seems to be
clear, but then Shinto is understood in a very limited way. I propose to
define the term in a broader way, similar to but overcoming the difficulties
contained in Murakami Shigeyoshi’s inclusive usage of the term. Through
this work of refinement of the concept of the State Shinto, we can
understand that modern Japanese religions are composed of a double
structure consisting of State Shinto in the public dimension, and various
religions in the private dimension.
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Problematic Religious Plurality :
Shinran and Manshi

IWATA Fumiaki

Ethical or practical concerns rather than theoretic ones have spurred
modern attempts to pursue religious pluralism. Shin Buddhism has not yet
offered its perspective on the subject. This paper will show that Shin
Buddhism naturally averts from tackling the ethical aspects of religious
pluralism ; and that there may possibly be some aspects in Shin Buddhism
that can respond on this matter. This article runs as follows : by apprais-
ing Shinran’s doctrines, his exclusivism must be explained in relation to
general Buddhist axiology. Next, investigations on Kivozawa Manshi, by
focusing on his paradigmatic approaches to other religions, will clearly
show that Manshi entertained his own viewpoints that other religions
should be accepted as they are. Finally, particular ethics and problematic
principles of modern Shin Buddhism will be examined by pointing out that
Manshi’s own ethics had motivated his attitudes towards other religions.
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,,Religionsdialog® fiir den Reinen Land Buddhismus
in der gegenwirtigen ,,pluralistischen® Situation

TAKADA Shinryo

In der gegenwirtigen ,,pluralistischen Situation der Religionen interes-
sieren sich Christen sehr fiir den Inter-religivsen Dialog. Wie ist es denn
bei Buddhisten?

Auf der Ebene des Dialogs ,,Buddhismus und Christentum* findet man
einen Kontrast zwischen einer ,Erleuchtungsreligion® wund einer
,,Offenbarungsreligion”. Fiir den Buddhisten bedeutet es eine Begegnung
mit einer ,,monotheistischen® Religion. Und dabei findet man besonders
auf der Ebene des Dialogs von Jodoshinshii und Christentum Kontraste,
wie etwa ,,Glauben in der Endzeit* und ,,Glauben im Eschaton®.

Das Christentum ist diejenige Religion, die ihre Offenbarungsbotschaft
Gottes noch mit einem neuen Glaubensinhalt kennzeichnet, nimlich, Jesus
von Nazareth sei ,Christos—Messiah“. Wer bei Jesus ,,Besonderes*
findet, der bekennt sich als ,,Christ“. Jodoshinshi ist der Buddhismus vom
Reinen Land, der besonders von Shinran (1173-1262) unter Honens
Schiilern ausgeprigt ist. Die Charakeristik oder das ,,Besondere® von
Jodoshinsha ist die ,,Andere Kraft“ von Amida-Buddha, die die Wahrheit
fiir die schlechtest-geborenen Menschen in der ,Letzten Dharma-Zeit
(mappo) “ sein wiirde.

Um diese beiden , Besonderheiten®, niamlich, ,,Jesus—Christos (Mes-
siah) im Eschaton® und ,,Amida-Hingabe in der Endzeit* genug zu erkla-
ren, miissen so viel verschiedene Begriffe bentitzt werden. In der Verglei-
chung von beiden mochte ich iiber das ,,Besondere” von Jodoshinshii
nachdenken.
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Religious Pluralism and Islam
SHIOJIRI Kazuko

John Hick’s religious pluralism can be criticized on various points, but
it is still effective for studying the religious dialogue between Islam and
Christianity. In this paper I undertake a comparative study on Hick and
Nasr through analysis of Religions Pluralism in Christian and Islamic
Philosophy by Adnan Aslan. While in Hick religious varieties are derived
from information transformed into religious experiences, that is the
human encounter with the Real or the Ultimate Reality, in Nasr religion
is the terrestrial manifestation of the Eternal Order that has been sent
down to this world from God.

Here 1 regard post-modern phenomena in Islam in the context of
“religious revivalism,” and I examine the necessity for understanding and
recognizing the traditions and uniqueness of Islam.

Islam, though it is human, secular, and practical, as an external form is
composed of the eternal God’s words that refuse human commitment from
the very beginning. Nasr indicates that Muhammad should be compared
to the Prophet—King, not to Jesus, Son of God, and the universal charac-
ter of this type of figure as both a spiritual leader and a political leader at
the same should be recognized. The fundamental creeds, such as the
incarnation of Jesus and the acceptance of Qu’an of Muhammad, are
understood as human response to the Reality in Hick, but as the Divine
formulation in Nasr. Hick says that the pluralistic re-interpretation of
these creeds should be recognized as equally effective however different
they may be. Such an attempt should be meaningful for investigating
religious pluralism for Islam.

It is important to recognize the diversity of religions and analyze the
confrontation and friction between Christianity and Islam. The work of
finding the differences, as well as the similarity, between the two religions
would open the path to the horizon of a mutual understanding for peaceful
religious dialogue in our day.
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Religious Pluralism in Modern Theology :
A Trend of Secular Society in the Age of Globalization

KOHARA Katsuhiro

From the beginning of its history, Christianity has been related to
religious pluralism. Its dominance was noticeable for a long period in
Europe from the age of Constantine, but in this age of secularization,
Christianity is again confronting the issue of religious pluralism and
attempting to probe for a new understanding. A “theology of religion” is
one response to the situation in providing some answer to the question
regarding Christianity’s understanding of other religions and of its own in
relationships to the others. It is the purpose of this writer to put some
light on this situation by use of typology such as exclusivism, inclusivism,
and pluralism and place a focus on the “people” involved in each typology
in order to avoid self-sufficiency of each and keep a relational perspective.
The writer desires to clarify an insight into contemporary theological
efforts such as the liberation and feminist theologies in search for issues
which may arise in the future, as religious pluralism may be a more
prevalent trend in the age of globalization.
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Christian Thought and the Plurality of Religions
ASHINA Sadamichi

The primary aim of this paper is to place the problems of religious
plurality, which are attracting much attention in recent years, in the
context of the history of modern Christian thought. By the time of the
Reformation and wars of religion, the plurality of confessions or denomi-
nations was fixed within modern Christianity. As we can confirm in Uber
die Religion by Schleiermacher, this historical situation of denominational
plurality brought about new theories of religion which include the follow-
ing three themes—criticisms of religion in the Enlightenment, philosophy
of religion as the philosophical reinterpretation of positive religions, and
mutual toleration of religions or denominations. By seeing the contempo-
rary discussions about religious plurality in light of this modern situation
of Christianity, how will we be able to understand the plurality of religions
in which Christianity in Asia is situated? On the one hand, this situation
requires Christianity in Asia to tackle actively the problems which it
shares with other religions. On the other hand, however, it is a new
self-understanding of Christianity itself that we should find out in Asian
Christianity, such as the ashram movements in Indian Christianity.

(582) 11X



Contemporary Issues in Religious Studies:
The Understanding of Religions in
a Religiously Pluralistic Context

SAWAI Yoshitsugu

The methods of religious studies, such as its frameworks and concepts,
that were derived from Western contexts, are now being reexamined in
the context of religious pluralism. In this article I will clarify the main
characteristics of religious studies in the present day. Then I will explore
the fundamental issues of the meaning of “understanding” in religious
studies. In particular, I shall focus on reinterpreting Rudolf Otto’s reli-
gious theories from modern semantic perspectives.

Otto’s so-called “the holy” (das Heilige) possesses a double structure of
meaning which consists of the non-rational and rational dimensions.
Between both levels of meaning, he places an interpretative sign called an
Ideogramm, which seems to be the concept of the holy but is never its
conception. The understanding of religions must proceed beyond the level
of its superficial meaning to that of its deeper meaning. Historians of
religion will find an important perspective by developing Otto’s theory of
the holy from the standpoint of semantic hermeneutics, which should be
useful for the contemporary study of religions.
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Can Religions Which Have Their Own Systems Succeed in
“Interreligious Dialogue” : Interreligious Dialogue as
Deepening the Self-understanding of Each Religion

HOSHIKAWA Keiji

“Doctrines” are very important elements when we study interreligious
dialogue. J. Hick and P. ]. Griffiths’ opposing views concerning “doctrine”
are interesting and suggest an important point: whether or not the
believers of each religion who are participating in interreligious dialogue
should preserve their religious doctrines as they are or they should “down-
grade” them. We will first follow this point. Next, we will trace J. B.
Cobb Jr.’s discussion, which seems to sublate the opposing views. But his
discussion itself might conceive a contradiction, so we will examine this
from the perspective of Wittgensteinian Fideism. This examination will
show that each religion has its own system which consists of its own
unique “rules” or “a set of rules.” Here we refer to G. A. Lindbeck’s
argument which understands a religion or a set of doctrines as a system
of “rules” based on L. Wittgenstein’s philosophy. Lindbeck’s argument
still cannot solve the following fundamental question: if each religion
engaging in interreligious dialogue has its own rules, can the dialogue
succeed? Under the present condition, we had better not expect too much
of interreligious dialogue. It can only deepen the self-understanding of
each religion. This is, however, never a trivial result, but a great one.
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Dialogue, An Abused Metaphor :
Toward Critical Comparative Religion

FUJTWARA Satoko

This article critically examines recent discussions within the study of
religion which are centered upon the word “dialogue.” This is not to deny
the idea or the ethics of dialogue itself. This term, it seems to me, has
been abused too much in the discourse of religious studies so that the
problems which are supposed to be solved through dialogue are, rather,
left more confused than ever. 1 will first focus upon inter-religious
dialogue and argue that the theory which is truly necessary for inter-
religious dialogue is, actually, not that of dialogue itself. [ will next
question the self-definition of the discipline, in particular, that of compara-
tive religion by means of the metaphor of dialogue. 1 will point out the ill
effects of this self-understanding and present the idea of comparative
religion as a critical enterprise. By “critical” 1 mean not simply the
popular Orientalist critique of ethnocentrism and imperialism within
religious studies, but also a particular mode of comparative method that
is not shared by area studies. Through this re-definition [ will attempt, so
to speak, to empower the theoretically-weak discipline in this post-
modern, post-colonial situation without resorting to the essentialist notion
of religion.
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Religious Pluralism, Soteriological Internalism,
Church-State Separation: A Religious-Phenomenological
Investigation of the Toleration Principle of J. Locke

KANAI Shinji

The principle of separation of Church and State, established in 17th
century England by John Locke and others, was possible only with the
great paradigm change in Christian thought, namely from eschatology to
soteriology, from millenarianism to two-kingdoms-of-God (two-swords-of-
God) theory. The change was illustrated by the rejection of millenar-
ianism as seditious by emerging modernizing society, and the choice of
individualistic soteriological religiosity as the only adequate partner for
society, which was on the way to a decisive separation of church and state.
But this was not without problems ; rather, it was a serious new setting
for Christianity based firmly on biblical eschatology. Another difficulty
was the ethicization of religion also strongly required by the modernizing
society of 17th century England. This paper analyses and explains this
very significant process by the religious-phenomenological method.
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Postmodern Pluralistic Society and Its Religiosity
UTSUNOMIYA Teruo

Traditional societies and religions have faced harsh criticism from the
perspective of modern secularism, and consequently seems to have been
eroded by it. Now as we move towards the so-called postmodern times,
it may well be asked what will be the nature of the coming society and its
religion? We can answer this question only by knowing how modern
society has emerged and by looking at the direction indicated by the
historical vector of modern society. By looking at the history of mankind,
we can find that it has consistently moved from a society where its
members resemble one another to a society where many of its sectors
differentiate and its members differ from one another. This direction of
change is not likely to be altered in the future. Thus religion will definitely
lose its position as the “sacred canopy” of society even though this does
not seem to be the case when considering many revivals occurring within
various religions around the world. On the other hand, a new faith
common to society will emerge from the plurality of society itself. In a
pluralistic society, this new faith will be the worship of individual human
beings as sacred. This paper aims to clarify the character of this religion
and to identify the sociological ground and necessity of its emergence.
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Conditions of “Postmodern Religiosity”? :
Simmel and Cupitt on Religion

FUKASAWA Hidetaka

Throughout the 1990s, discussions on the relationship between religion
and the postmodern centered their attention chiefly on how postmoder-
nity/postmodernization relates to the change of religion in our times.
Needless to say, no unanimous answer to the question has been found. In
this article I do not attempt to use concepts such as postmodern or
postmodernity directly as analytical terms, nor do | try to answer the
question: what is “postmodern religion/religiosity”. Instead, I take up
two thinkers: Georg Simmel, who is said to be the precursor of post-
modernism, and Don Cupitt, who proclaims openly “post-Christianity” or
“postmodern religion”. By examining and comparing the religious visions
of these two thinkers, [ want to demonstrate the continuity and the change
in the last hundred years of a religiosity which, if one will, could possibly
be called “postmodern religiosity”.
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An Essay on Religious Studies
for a Widely Integrated Earthly Humanity

SHIMADA Yoshihito

Religious studies in the 21st century faces the question of the role of
religion on a planet where humanity is widely integrated and where the
whole earth has become their ‘home’. The first step of human evolution
was the spread and socio-cultural diversification of human beings around
the earth. The second step was, in contrast, the integration into various
‘worlds’ or local ‘civilizations’. And now the third step has begun: the
integration of civilizations into a planet-wide civilization. The Western
idea of humanity has, however, been dominated by a highly abstract idea
of universal humanity, that of Man (or Homme in French), which is
supposed to be behind the particular human cultures and societies, and on
which modern sciences concerning humanity, as well as the political idea
of humanism, has been founded. The idea of earthly humanity as the
totality of particular human beings spread around the earth and their
socio-cultural products is wanting. Now it is urgent to reconsider the
history of human beings from this point of view, and to think about how
various human cultures or civilizations and groups can be integrated. It
is especially important to consider how the ‘world’ religions (which have
successfully integrated relatively primitive cultures) can now be recon-
ciled, and can contribute to the creation of a new ‘religion’ adapted to a
planet-wide, integrated humanity.
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Globalization and Religion
ABE Yoshiya

Approaches to religion in essays on globalization are summarized in
three groups as regards their positions on modernization and post-
modernization. Wallersteinian and Giddensian approaches disregard
religion as an essential element of globalization by characterizing modern-
ization in terms of Capitalistic unification of the world and the
intensification of reflexibility. Robertson’s approach, on the other hand,
clearly identifies the role of religion as a theme of globalization. Global-
ization and modernity are related in the former approaches, while the
latter considers globalization predates modernity.
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