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The Epistemology of Religious Expevience.

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,
1993, viii+371pp., US$55.00
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Some Aspects of a Christian Holy Spirit Movement
in Contemporary Okinawa Islands

Yoshimasa IKEGAMI

Since the 1990’s, a Christian Holy Spirit movement has permeated
many Okinawan Protestant churches. As to why this movement is more
easily accepted in Okinawa Prefecture than in Japan proper, we need to
consider two important factors, 1) the organizational character of Okina-
wan Christianity reflected in the various interdenominational networks
among evangelical and pentecostal pastors, and 2) the influence of the
ideas and the practices which have been supported by conventional reli-
gious agents such as yuta, kaminchu, etc. This paper focuses on the latter
factor on the basis of the author’s fieldwork data.

Rejecting the worn-out dichotomic model of “foreign Christianity versus
indigenous shamanism,” this paper proposes hypothetically three modes of
presenting spiritual powers and meanings with which people have created
their own religious universe, namely “the mode of spiritual persons,” “the
mode of spiritual places,” and “the mode of spiritual genealogies.”
Selected instances of these three presentative modes are discussed, and
both their continuity and changes within the Holy Spirit movement are
closely examined.
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On Shamanistic Functionaries Entering the Priesthood
in Okinawa

Hachiro HASEBE

The Kinpusen-shugen-hon Sect (&{EERAR) was brought to Okina-
wa in the 1960’s. These twenty years or so years since have seen the rise
in this sect of many Buddhist monks among the shamans in Okinawa, or
yuta. 1 focus in this monograph on the phenomenon of entering the
priesthood.

The yuta generally suffers an initiation ordeal under the influence of a
deity (kamidari). In addition, he or she is still subject to the powers of the
deity after initiation. This must necessarily give rise to a lack of subjec-
tivity. Therefore, the yufa intends to recapture the initiative from the
guardian deity through the enrichment of his experience. They can, then,
consequently acquire the self-knowledge and self-confidence of salvation.
The phenomenon here of shamans entering the priesthood is one way of
establishing identity. The central problem is to explain the inducement
which makes them do so. I suppose it is related not only to the improve-
ment in one’s skills in religious prayer but also to a genealogical conscious-
ness peculiar to them, chiefly due to their ancestors who were members of
the royalty and priests working under Ryukyu dynasty. They can be seen
to identify themselves with their ancestors. In this connection, Buddhists
in Okinawa primarily play a major role in protecting the dynasty throught
the power of religious prayer.
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Acceptance of Buddhism and Shamanistic Specialists in
Okinawa: Concerning Customs of Religious Visiting of
the Twelve-temples in Shuri

Mikiko INAFUKU

After the reversion of Okinawa, the number of religious sects has
increased and their organizations have grown and developed. This raises
the question of how indigenous religion has changed in the course of
adapting to this situation. A survey was conducted to gather information
on the customs associated with the visiting of the twelve-temples in Shuri.
This paper attempts to clarify various aspects of believers’ visits to those
temples from the perspectives of shamanistic specialists and of function-
aries at the temples.

It was found that shamanistic specialists are deeply involved with the
way Buddhism is accepted in Okinawa. They have modified many aspects
of Buddhism to make it compatible with their traditional concepts of gods
and spirits. On the other hand, the temples have demonstrated three
different patterns of adaptation. The first type is identified with the
traditional pattern which accepts the believers’ visits to the temples
according to their indigenous customs. The second is a purist type which
adheres closely to the principles of the particular sect of Buddhism. The
third type is the syncretistic pattern which aims at incorporating
shamanistic specialists as sect members.

These three types illustrate the dynamics of coexistence, opposition and
syncretism which develop when a universal religion comes into contact
with folk religious beliefs mediated by shamanistic specialists.
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The Ritual Life of Panari Island (Okinawa)
Akashi UEMATSU

Panari Islands, consisting of two small coral reefs where people depend
on rain for all of their water supply, has had little traffic intercourse with
the other islands around it. It has formed a completely self-sufficient
microcosm supported by the farm-burning method of cultivating millet,
the gathering of wild plants, and catching of fish around the reef. For
most of the year, life centers around two main events, the cultivation of
the winter millet and the rituals conducted by female priests who pray for
an abundant harvest.

The year begins with “Shichi” (the Ritual Period), in September by the
lunar calendar, and the farming period ends with the harvest nine months
later. The remaining three more months of the year form a very exciting
period filled with successive rituals. The harvest puts a stop to the
working life up to that time. Then, a male secret ritual group of gods,
wearing masks and grass costumes, visits the people. A heterogeneous
and mythological spectacle ensues. The festival season determined by
rituals for a rich harvest now becomes one body with the self-sufficiency
of the microcosm itself and is repeated again and again. The constructive
theory of these rituals is considered also to exist at the root of life in other
areas in Okinawa as well.
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Diversity of Ancestral Rituals in the Okinawan Cultural
Area: A Comparison between Okinawa and Amami

Tadaatsu TAJIMA

The Ryukyu Islands, from Saki-shima to the Amami group, are some-
times considered to be part of the Okinawan cultural area. However,
cultural differences can be observed, especially between the peoples of
Okinawa and Amami.

Since the Meiji restoration, urban migration both inside and outside
Okinawa has been active. Also, ancestral rituals, which are some of the
core constituents of Okinawan culture, have changed. For example,
Ichimon-baka (clan tombs) were formerly the domain of a brotherhood,
and a patrilineal tradition was dominant. Afterwards, however, Kazoku-
baka (family tombs) gradually took over because of urbanization and the
increasing influence of the concept of the nuclear family.

These same factors also effected a change in the ancestral rituals of the
Amami Islands. When urban migrants began to interact with native
villagers, the urban custom of cremation started to spread. At the same
time, Kazoku-baka began to take root, just as in Okinawa. In contrast to
the inhabitants of Okinawa, however, the Amami people began to adopt
Fukusei-baka (multiple family tombs) and Nito-baka (two tombs in a
single basement) .

Therefore, even in what is considered to be a culturally homogeneous
area, it is possible to observe different cultural patterns emerging due to
the influence of urbanization. The existence of these divergent patterns
should be a motivation to reconsider the view of the greater Okinawa area
as a monolithic cultural entity.
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Ancestor Worship and the Construction of Identity
in Okinawan Society

Yoshihiro ADACHI

Ancestor worship in Okinawa, lively and widely practiced even today, is
analyzed here from the viewpoint of the construction of a self-identity. It
is shown that, for Okinawan people, the practice of ancestor worship is a
means of acquiring a specifically Okinawan identity. Quoting Heidegger,
the phenomenological approach leads us to an inquiry into what kind of
humanistic act is involved in the construction of self-identity. It is not
simply the act of attaching a name but rather involves situating oneself
within a narrative of one’'s own making. Two examples are offered for
analysis. Yuta-like religious functionaries and specialists in the tracing of
genealogies “discover” clients’ ancestors, and, based upon this guidance
for the worship of ancestors, a specific Okinawan identity (the living of
one’s own life story) is constructed. Simultaneously, it is shown that
through both time (history) and space (place) the religious functionaries
mentioned above perform the role of connecting clients to the core of
Okinawan culture. Thus, it can be said that Okinawa, even now, has
within it a cultural core that is inseparably bound up with and serves to
consolidate self-identity for Okinawan people.
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The Development of Ancestor Worship in Okinawa
Masanobu AKAMINE

Many articles on Okinawan ancestor worship by folklorists and cultural
anthropologists have been published, but few such articles take into
account the existence of the kingdom of Ryukyu and its institutions which
have influenced local folk culture in various ways. In this paper, the
author contends that we can not reach a real understanding of Okinawan
local ancestor worship if we do not pay attention to the phase during
which the policies of the kingdom bhore influence. Discussion is focused
mainly on the rites of ancestor worship at the household level, discussing
such topics as the Bon (%) festival (usually held in July), the populariza-
tion of ancestral tablets ({iZ#), rituals at the grave yard on January 16
(so-called Jiruku-nichi), and changes in the concepts towards the graves
of ancestors. Further, the high probability that a new formulation of these
rites of ancestor worship at the household level occurred due to the
orientation of royal policy based on Chinese Confucianism, which started
in the latter half of the 17th century, is hypothesized.
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Mythic Primordiality in Kamiuta
Sunao TAIRA

Kamiuta are known as religious songs or sacred verses chanted at
religious rituals and ceremonies which pray for rain and the fertility of
crops, or which celebrate architecture like new houses found in traditional
society in the Ryukyu Islands. In the study of traditional religions of this
region, kamiuta has often been studied as a form of literature in the
context of the historical development of literary form and has been
considered exemplary of the origin of Japanese ancient literature rather
than as religious phenomena par excellence. To clarify the religious
meanings of kamiuta involved in ritual, we need not only to inquire into
the classification or categorization of forms of kamiuta in the realm of
literature but to try to interpret kamiuta and its ritual as religious
phenomena in and of itself.

In this paper, we will begin by examining kamiuta from the point of
view that the singing or chanting of kamiuta in rituals realizes the
presence of mythic time. We will then examine the relationship between
cosmogonic myth in narrative oral tradition or historical documents and
kamiuta. Furthermore, we will inquire into the meaning of kamiuta
reiteratively performed in traditional societies on the plane of archaic
ontology and in using the conception of mythic archetype derived from M.
Eliade’s notion of myth. We will see concretely an ontological dimension
of the meaning of kamiuta and archetypal repetition in ritual wedded to
kamiuta in an example of the skizbasashi rite.
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Modernization and Change of Folk-religious Functions
in Yaeyama, Okinawa

Tokutardo SAKURAI

Utaki ({#I$t) beliefs at the basis of traditional Okinawan folk-religion
have moved into a period of great changes. Although elements of change
are due in no small part to the various conditions and points of intersec-
tions with regional shrines on the mainland, we must not overlook the
impact on Utaki beliefs of a particular state of affairs. In order to clarify
this problem, I have conducted field surveys in various areas along the
Ryukyu chain of islands that stretches from Kyushu to Taiwan and have
concentrated on extracting and clarifying regional differences though
mutual comparison.

In one particular case, I examined the faith of the Yaeyama Islands,
close to Taiwan and the most rural and conservative of the island chain.
When we look at Utaki beliefs in terms of Ryukyu Shinto, we can not help
but see how priestesses and their religious functions support the regional
communal religious ceremonies.

Following the return of the Ryukyu Islands to Japanese control, there
was a period of upheaval followed by a restoration of order to organiza-
tion and rituals. However, along with recent urbanization and the
increase in tourism and its resultant prosperity, the depopulation of the
remote rural villages and islands has, in contrast, increased. This depopu-
lation has caused great changes in the structure of religious ceremony. I
have directly observed the transfiguration of these aspects of religious life
in the local areas.

(308) 1





