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New Directions in the Study of Japanese Religions: Reviewing New Nanzan Guide

Convener : Matthew D. MCMULLEN

On the Production of Knowledge in Japanese Religions
On Space and Environment in Japanese Religions
On Feeling and Belonging in Japanese Religions

On Politics and Governance in Japanese Religions

KIMURA Yunosuke
Carla TRONU MONTANE  (Institute of Science Tokyo)
Toannis GAITANIDIS
KATO Masato

(Tohoku Univ.)

(Chiba Univ.)
(Tenri Univ.)

Commentator, Chair : Matthew D. MCMULLEN (Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture)

The 2006 publication of The Nanzan Guide to Japanese Religions,
edited by Paul L. Swanson and Clark Chilson, has served as the one
of the most impactful study guides in the field of Japanese religions
for almost twenty years, especially in the Anglophone scholarship.
Two decades later, the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture has
published a companion volume, aptly titled 7he New Nanzan Guide
to Japanese Religions. Edited by Matthew D. McMullen and Jolyon
Baraka Thomas (University of Pennsylvania), the new volume
expands on the historical and traditional orientation of the first volume
with thematic chapters organized in seven sections. The new volume
includes contributions from over forty leading international scholars
(including the members of the JARS) and is intended to serve as an
indispensable reference in the field of the study of Japanese religions
for decades to come.

This panel invites four panelists and asks each to address the content
ofthe following sections: “Knowledge and Production,” “Cosmology
and Time,” “Space and Environment,” “Feeling and Belonging,” and
“Politics and Governance.” In response to their critical assessment,
one of the coeditors, Matthew D. McMullen, will attempt to assuage
their inquiries into the contents of the book as well as discuss the
potential impact of the volume on the field of Japanese religions.
Through an active exchange of ideas and opinions, this panel aims to
highlight the current situation of the study of Japanese religions and
to build a bridge between the JARS members and international
scholars.

Kimura Yunosuke: “On the Production of Knowledge in Japanese
Religions”

How knowledge is produced and transmitted reflects the priorities of
a culture, the ideas and information it considers important to preserve,
and the various lens through which it wishes to be viewed by the
global community. “Religion” is a vehicle that transports such
knowledge from the past to present and across intercultural
boundaries. In his review of the chapters in this section (“Sacred
Materials,” “Monastic Debate,” “Ritual Medicine,” and “Academia”),
Kimura Yunosuke will discuss the ways religious knowledge has been
produced in Japan what this might tell us about the nature of Japanese
religion.

Carla Tronu Montané: “On Space and Environment in Japanese
Religions”

As an archipelago, the modern nation-state of Japan is a convergence
of mountains and the sea. It is within these terrestrial and aquatic
spaces that religion is given meaning. By localizing religion in the
Japanese archipelago, it becomes clear that “Japanese religion” is as

diverse as the geography it inhabits. From the Ainu Mosir in the north
to the Rytikyt Islands in the south, ritual, myth, and the environment
have shaped religious culture from the ancient past to the present.
Reviewing the chapters in this section (“Sea,” “Mountains,”
“Migration and Diaspora,” “Space and Power in Okinawa,” and
“Animals in Ritual Practices”), Carla Tronu Montané will illuminate
how space and environment contribute to the foundation of religious
culture in Japan.

Ioannis Gaitanidis: “On Feeling and Belonging in Japanese Religions”
“Religion,” however one defines it, necessarily includes people.
People belong to the organizations that often constitute religion, and,
thus, the feelings, emotions, and concerns of people inevitably impact
the goals and ideals of these organizations. In other words, if religion
is conceived of as a network of relationships between people (and
other-worldly beings), then to understand religion in a given cultural
context it is essential to consider the emotional, affective, and
sentimental elements that bind and unbind these relationships. Ioannis
Gaitanidis will review the chapters in this section (“Confraternities,”
“Homiletics,” “Spiritual Care,” and “End of Life Care”), which bring
into focus the fundamental role that belonging and feeling have in the
study of religion in Japan.

Masato Kato: “On Politics and Governance in Japanese Religions”
“Religion” is a political category as much as it is a legal and
conceptual one. Even in an ostensibly democratic country such as
Japan, which has a constitution strictly mandating the separation of
religion and the state, the government has an outsized say in what does
and does not constitute religion. The academic study of religion also
contributes to this political notion of religion by lending authority to
government sanctioned orthodoxies. Religious groups in turn seek to
maneuver such expectations and restraints by crafting ways to
maintain relevance in wider society. In his review of the chapters in
this section (“Sovereignty,” “The Two Constitutions,” “Incarceration
and Chaplaincy,” “Political Activism,” and “Electoral Politics™), Kato
Masato will discuss how the concept of religion in Japan has, in many
ways, come to be defined through politics and efforts of governance
at various arenas and historical junctures.

Each of the above reviews will be followed by a response from the
volume’s coeditor, Matthew D. McMullen. Questions and comments
from the audience will be welcomed as time permits. Discount codes
for purchases of The New Nanzan Guide to Japanese Religions will
be provided for in-person attendees.
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